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(JOE  BROADCAST  USE  OHLY) 


OPEITIITG  AlfiJOUIJCSLIElCT;    Hello,  everybodjl    Here  is  Uncle  Sam  again  —  all  ready 
to  expose  such  v/orthless  articles  as  amber  glass  beads  for  goiter,  and 
"pandicvi.lators"  for  adding  inches  to  your  height.    In  this  "Read  the  Label" 
program  which  comes  to  you  from  Station   ,  Uncle  Sam' s  Food  and  Drug  Admin- 
istration will  tell  you  some  very  interesting  facts  about  mechanical  devices 
advertised  as  cures  for  whatever  ails  you.    If  you  have  spent  your  money  for 

such  fake  contraptions,  prepare  to  be  disillusioned.     Station    cooperates 

with  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculttire  in  presenting  this  series  of 
"Read  the  Label"  programs. 


_-oOo— - 


Have  you  a  "pandiculator"  in  your  home?    You  can  buy  one  for  seventy- 
five  dollars.    According  to  the  advertisements,  a  pandiculator  (whatever  that 
means)  "will  increase  the  height  of  any  person." 

Accordirig  to  the  Founders  of  the  "Science  of  Pandiculation,"  (whatever 
that  means),  here's  how  their  machine  v/orks:    You  lie  down  on  a  frame,  and  have 
your  head  and  feet  strapped  to  it.    While  you're  on  the  rack  —  or  frame  —  an 
attendant  turns  a  cranlc,  and  you're  supposed  to  be  gradually  stretched  both  ways 
at  once.    A  little  stretching  today,  and  a  little  more  tomorrow,  and  so  on, 
until  you  have  added  an  extra  three  inches,  or  maybe  it's  nine  more  inches  you 
want.    Uowj  aaiy  device  that  could  make  a  six-footer  out  of  an  ordinary'  five- 
foot-throe  would  be  a  wonderful  invention.    The  trouble  is  there  isn't  any  such 
device. 

If  you  have  spent  seventy-five  dollars  for  a  pandiculator,  it's  probably 
too  late  to  get  your  money  back.  It  is  not  too  late  to  learn  the  sad  news  that 
no  device,  yet  invented,  will  add  a  cubit  to  your  stature. 

Pandiculators  are  only  one  of  the  many  devices  sold  to  add  heiglat  to 
shortish  people.    Such  contraptions  are  of  no  use  whatever  in  increasing  height. 
Bone  growth  ceases  entirely  around  the  age  of  twentj^-f ive.     If  you  come  of  a 
naturally  small  family  stock,  or  have  some  glandular  deficiency,  or  don't  get 
the  right  foods  in  the  growing  period  of  your  life,  nothing  can  be  done  to  make 
you  taller.    The  only  possible  effect  you  can  get  from  a  height-increasing 
machine  is  an  infinitesimal  expansion  of  the  small  cartilaginous  pads  between 
the  vertebrae.    Only  a  t empo rary  expansion.    Is  that  \7orth  seventy-five  dollars? 
Well,  this  "i-iiinitesiraal  escpansion"  occurs  anyway,  \7ithout  the  use  of  a 
pandiculator,  after  you've  rested  in  bed. 
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So  rmich  for  the  devices  advertised  to  "increase  the  height,"    Quoting  a 
sadder-but-wiser  man  ^7ho  ho^'jight  oi;e,  "These  stretchin'  machines  are  a  lot  of 
hooey>" 

Hov/ever,  the  man  vfxio  "buys  a  machine  to  make  himself  taller  is  in  luck 
compared  \7ith  the  individual  who  buys  a  falce  device  in  the  hope  of  curing  a  seriou; 
disease.    Five  thousand  people  die  an:u\all3'-  of  rectal  cancer.    The  only  hope  in 
treating  this  disease  lies  in  an  early  diagnosis  and  suoseqiient  proper  care.  If 
fake  devices  take  the  place  of  rational  treatment,  rectal  cancer  u^aally  progresse; 
to  incurable  stages. 

Yet  you  can  find  thousands  of  advertisements  offering  mechanical  articles 
for  sale  —  articles  falsely  recoiTjinended  as  valuable  in  the  treatment  of  such 
disorders  as  rectal  cancer  and  prostate  gland  troubles. 

The  Rire  Food  and  Drugs  law  can  not  prohibit  the  sale  of  worthless  or 
harmful  mechanical  devices  recor.imended  for  remedial  purposes.    The  law  applies 
to  dra^Ts.  but  it  has  no  control  whatever  over  electric  belts,  nose  straight eners, 
eye  exercisers,  mechanical  bust  developers,  and  tmsses. 

Sufferers  from  goiter  prove  a  gold  mine  for  the  quacks  and  fakers  who 
specialize  in  necklaces  with  alleged  curative  powers.    G-oiter  is  a  ver^-  serious 
disease,   caused  by  improper  functioning  of  the  thyroid  gland.     Some  cases  can 
be  controlled  by  properly  i)rescribed  medicine,  by  diet,  or  by  surgery.  In 
treating  goiter  the  physician  talces  into  account  the  age,   sei:,  nervous  condition, 
and  local  food  supply  of  the  patient.    If  a  string  of  glass  beads  could  cure 
this  serious  disease,  then  the  necklace  manufacturers  \70uld  indeed  be  a  boon  to 
humanity. 

Beads  cannot  cure  goiter.    But  this  fact  does  not  prevent  unscruimilous 
men  from  advertising  their  "goiter  inventions."    The  Cosmos  Pharmacal  Company, 
which  at  one  time  operated  from  Watertown,  Wisconsin,  manufactured  a  necklace  of 
amber  beads.    Between  the  beads  were  small  zinc  and  copper  discs,  all  strung  on 
a  piece  of  wire.    Hundreds  of  sufferers  bought  this  so-called  "goiter  invention" 
in  good  faith.    The  compan;.''  claimed  that  the  necklace,  when  worn,  would 
"generate  galvanic  currents  in  contact  with  the  skin  in  the  presence  of  mercurous 
iodide  and  calciuLi  chloride."    Tine- sounding  phrases. 

The  Journal  of  the  .American  Medical  Association  commented  on  this  worth- 
less appliance,  in  these  plain-spoken  v/ords: 

"As  an  adorrjiaent  it  would  fail  to  find  a  purchaser  if  offered  in  com- 
petition 7/ith  the  'jewelry'  of  the  f ive-and-ten-cent  store.    As  a  therapeutic 
device,  it  rajiks  with  a  string  of  wanrpura," 

So  much  for  the  so-called  "goiter  invention." 

a 

For  almost  every  disease  laio;rn  to  man  or  beast,  there' s/ device,  an 
appliance,  a.  contraption,  a  machine,  or  a  string  of  amber  beads.    The  records  of 
the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  shov?  that  they  are  claimed  to  have  remedial  value 
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for  diabetes,  Sright's  disease,  detility,   excess  flesli  due  to  a  diseased  con- 
dition of  the  "body,  baldness,  wealc  liings,  asthma,  "bov^-legs,  inrpaired  vision,  and 
numerous  other  disorders  or  deformities. 

Investigation  shows  that  practically  all  the  devices,  appliances,  con- 
traptions and  machines  are  simply  so  much  junk.    They  are  responsible  for  a  great 
deal  of  harm,  often  necessitating  an  operation,  or  causing  dangerous  infections. 
Even  if  there  is  no  direct  damage  of  this  kind,  those  who  depend  on  such  devices 
may  put  off  seolning  ccmpotont  r-iOdical  advice  until  it  is  too  late. 

As  these  articles  are  not  drugs,  the  Food  and  Dm.g  Administration  cannot 
deal  vdth  the  dishonest  manufacturers  who  are  making  money  from  them.  The 
Administra-tion  can  aiid  does  cooperate  with  the  Federal  Trade  Coimission  and  the 
United  States  Post  Office  Department  in  checking  the  sale  of  such  contraptions. 
But  if  the  mails  are  not  used  to  ship  them,  and  if  they  are  not  in  v/hat  is 
considered  direct  competition  with  legitimate  trade,  the  United  States  Post  Office 
and  the  Federal  Trade  Gomniission  are  without  jurisdiction. 

That's  the  situation  today.    The  Pood  and  Drug  Administration  has  no 
authority  to  seize  and  remove  from  sale  mechanical  devices,  or  to  prosecute  the 
manufacturers  who  falsely  claim  that  such  devices  arc  useful  in  the  treatment 
of  disease, 

-~ooOoo — 

C3L0SING-  AinTOUl'TCSl€E}lT ;     Station    is  cooperating  with  the  Federal  Food  and 

Drug  Administration  in  giving  you  the  facts  ahout  vrarthless  contraptions  and 
alleged  cure-alls;  about  foods  and  drugs,  and  the  protection  afforded  yov.  in 
purchasing  them  hy  the  present  Food  and  Drug  Act.    These  programs  tinily  place 
Uncle  Sam  at  your  ser^/ice.    You  vdll  hear  another  talk  at  this  hour  next  Monday, 
when  the  advertising  claims  for  foods  and  drugs  will  he  carefully  compared  with 
the  lahels  of  the  sane  products, 

JLL'JL 
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(EOE  BBDiUDCAST  USE  OIJIY) 

Speaking  Time:  S  Minutes, 

OPEjJiITG  Ai'aJOUl'TCElgllvT ;    Hello,  everybody  I    Uncle  Sam  is  again  at  your  service, 

ready  to  tell  you  wliy  it  pays  to  read  the  lalsels  on  foods  and  drugs.  Station   

cooperates  with,  the  United  States  Departiaent  of  Agriculture  in  presenting  this 
series  of  "Eead  the  Label"  programs. 

— ooOoo — 

Once  there  was  a  man  who  was  sadly  afflicted  with  a  good  many  diseases. 
Ke  happened  to  see,  one  day,  a  glowing  account  of  Doctor  Killera's  Colossal 
Cure-all,  "for  whooping  cough,  spasmodic  croup,  bronchial  asthma,  nasal  colds, 
bronchitis,  and  other  diseases." 

The  man  checked  off  bronchial  asthma,  nasal  colds,  and  bronchitis  —  he 
was  not  afflicted  with  croup  or  whooping  cough  —  and  sent  his  wife  for  a  bottle 
of  the  fainous  remedy. 

After  he  had  used  three  bottles  of  it,  he  was  still  siiffering  from  nasal 
colds  and  bronchitis,  Kis  asthma  was  so  bad  that  he  wheezed  like  an  old  parlor 
orgaa, 

"Shall  I  fetch  you  some  more  of  your  medicine?"  asked  his  wife. 

"iJol"     said  the  sick  man,    "I*ve  been  duped!     iWe  been  gypped  and  bam- 
boozled!   Read  what  it  says  on  that  bottle!    Hot  a  word  about  curing  colds, 
bronchitis,  asthma,  croup,  or  whooping  cough.    Labels  tell  the  tiuth,  don't  they?" 

"Yes,"  said  his  wife.    "That's  the  law." 

"TJhy  didn't  the  dad-gurmned  circular  I  picked  up  in  the  store  tell  the 
trath?"    grumbled  the  sick  man, 

"There  isn't  any  law,"  said  his  wife. 


Perhaps  you  have  seen  the  cixrative  claims  made  for  a  certain  iiihalant 
recojumended  for  whooping  cough,   spasmodic  croup,  bronchial  asthma,  nasal  colds, 
bronchitis,  aiid  other  diseases.    The  Government  seized  this  very  product,  because 
the  statements  on  the  label  were  untrue.    The  company  revised  its  labels.  The 
firm  continues  to  make  highly  untruthful  and  misleading  claims  for  this  inhalant  — 
but  they  are  not  printed  on  the  label.    That  is  against  the  law. 
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Of  course,  the  great  majority  of  food  and  drug  products  are  honest,  and 
truthfully  advertised,    A  good  palliative,  for  instance,  is  advertised  as  such  — 
not  as  a  cure  for  fifty-seven  varieties  of  diseases.    Only  the  sioall  minority 
of  unscrupulous  manufacturers  begu.ile  the  consumer  into  huying  products  that  are 
not  what  they  seem. 

Let's  examine  the  history  of  a  modern  product  which  claims  —  but  not  on 
the  label  —  to  cure  catarrh,  hay  fever,  bronchitis,  astlxraa,  kidney  and  bowel 
disorders,  pyorrhea,  gastric  ulcer,  diabetes,  Bright 's  disease,  high  blood 
pressure,  carbuncles,  and  piles.  •  .    This  medicine  first  appeared  some  thirty 
3'-ears  ago,  in  llew  York,  as  a  guaranteed  microbe  killer,    lliat  is  it  made  of? 
Plain  water,  v/ith  a  faint  trace  of  sulphur  dioxide,  and  a  slightly  better  dash 
of  sulphuric  acid. 

This  formula  is  a  popular  one.    It  has  been  used  as  a  basis  for  five  or 
six  products,  one  of  them  recoiTiniended  for  everj'^thing  from  cancer  to  "sv/eaty 
feet,"    Of  course,  the  manufacturers  of  these  \7orthless  medicines  do  not  print 
their  claims  on  the  labels.    If  they  did,  they  would  be  seized  by  federal  Food 
and  Drug  inspectors.    Each  product  lasts  just  long  enough  for  consumers  to  find 
out  they're  being  gj'pped  and  bamboozled  —  then  the  manufacturer  uoves  on  to 
greener  pastures. 

The  manufacturers  of  a  certain  mouth  wash  appeal  (but  not  on  the  label) 
for  a  more  extensive  use  of  their  product  under  such  captions  as  "Tuberculosis," 
"Pneumonia,  "  and  the  names  of  other  serious  diseases.    Manufacturers  of  some 
dentifrices  imply  that  their  product  will  cure  Eiggs'  disease  and  pyorrhea, 

A  certain  mineral  water  x-^2"od.uct  is  represented  as  a  cure  for  "diabetes, 
rheumatism,  constipation,   stomach  and  kidney  disorders."    This  product  is  nothing 
more  than  G-lauber' s  salts,  a  laxative  more  commonly  used  for  livestock  than  for 
human  beings.    There's  nothing  wrong  with  the  label  —  it  conforxus  \7ith  the  law. 
The  label  states:     "A  mineral  water  product  —  Produced  by  Open  Kettle  Svapora^- 
tion  from  our  ITatural  Mineral  Water  —  Ho  thing  Added."    There's  nothing  in  this 
iimocent  statement  that  would  lead  a  sufferer  from  diabetes,  for  instance,  to 
buy  the  product  in  the  hope  of  being  cured.     If  he  reads  the  label  before  he  is 
influenced  by  far-fetched  claims,  the  chances  are  he  won't  buy  the  mineral 
water  —  not,  at  least,  to  cure  his  diabetes,    17o  matter  how  fancy  the  package, 
how  high  the  price,  or  hov/  wonderful  the  curative  claims  —  Glauber's  salts 
continues  to  be  Glauber's  salts,  a  veterinary  saline  laxative,  not  a  cure  for 
diabetes. 

Another  instance  of  why  it  pays  to  read  the  label.    Every  farm  woman  who 
keeps  poultry  and  sells  eggs  wants  to  sell  as  many  eggs  as  possible.  ITaturally, 
she's  attracted  by  a  statement  like  this:     "Buy  So-and-So's  Poultry  Compound  to 
Make  Hens  Lay,"    Although  ready  cash  is  scarce,  the  farm  woman  gets  a  couple  of 
packages  of  So-and-So's  Poultry  Compound,    Anything  that  will  make  hens  lay  is 
worth  the  money. 

Well,  So-and-So's  Compound  does  not  make  the  hens  lay.    If  the  farm  TOman 
is  observing,   she  will  note  that  the  label  on  the  package  nalces  no  such  claims. 
And  yet  the  noanuf acturer  knows  that  he  can  give  a:ny  information  he  wishes,  on  the 
label  of  the  package  —  so  long  as  it  is  truthful. 
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Dr.  H.  S.  Moskey,  veterinarian  of  the  Food  and  Drag  Administration,  says 
that  no_  known  drug  or  combination  of  drags  when  fed  to  poultry  will  increase  egg 
production.    A  good  thing  to  remember.    Decreased  egg  production  may  he  due  to 
the  season  of  the  year,  to  an  inadequate  diet,  to  the  presence  of  parasites,  or 
to  some  chronic  disease. 

About  a  year  ago,  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  investigated  a 
preparation  sold  in  the  rural  districts  as  a  pouJtry  remedy.    Scientists  analyzed 
this  product,  "I/IcConnon' s  Poultry  Compound,"  and  found  it  to  consist  mainly  of 
powdered  limestone,  iron  oxide,   charcoal,  a.id  ground  plant  material,  including 
anise  and  capsicum.    The  claims  on  the  label,   "To  Make  Hens  Lay  —  Assists  in 
Egg  Production,"  were  regarded  as  false  and  fraudulent,  "as  the  article  contained 
no  ingredient  or  combination  of  ingredients  capable  of  producing  the  effects 
claimed." 

Federal  agents  seized  and  condemned  fifty-one  dozen  packages  of  this  com^ 
pound  when  they  v/ere  shipped  from  the  State  of  Minnesota  to  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

During  the  past  twenty-eight  yes.rs  the  Food  and  Drugs  law  has  corrected 
the  laheling  of  thousands  of  foods  and  drags.     Some  years  ago,  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  began  a  series  of  educational  "broadcasts,  together  with  articles 
in  newspapers  and  magazines,  designed  to  encourage  the  intelligent  reading  of 
labels.    Consumers  are  slowly  but  surely  becoming  label-conscious. 

Many  newspapers  and  magazines  are  helping  to  protect  the  public  from  food 
and  drug  frauds  by  refusing  to  carry  in  their  columns  advertisements  for  any 
products  which  have  not  heen  carefully  checked  for  truth  and  accixracy.    A  number 
of  newspapers  and  ma>gazines  have  hoards  of  "accuracy  and  fair  play"  which  check 
up  on  advertised  products  to  see  if  the  claims  are  truthft^l.     Such  measures 
safeguard  the  consumer  from  the  relatively  small  number  of  dishonest  manufacturers 
who  would  claim  that  their  products  are  good  whatever  ails  you  —  or  your  live- 
stock. 

— ooOoo — 

CI£> S IlIC-  AiriTOUNCSI.'IEllT ;     You  have  just  heard  another  in  the  series  of  "Read  the 
Label"  programs  which  come  to  you  from  Uncle  Sam's  Food  and  Drug  Administration, 
thorough  the  courtesy  of  Station   . 
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(iXDR  BBDAJXJAST  US3  OiJLY) 


0PE1TII7G-  AinJOUlTCEI.Sl?!;    ITell,  here  we  are  again,  all  ready  to  learn  how  the  Jood 
and  Drug  Adiainistration  protects  us  from  talring  too  mich  poison  with  our  meals. 
Perhaps  ^/ou're  like  me  —  and  didn't  know  you  ate  a  little  poison  now  and  then. 
It  won't  hurt  you,  if  you  don't  get  too  much  —  hut  how  imch  is_  too  raach?  Uncle 
Sam  will  "cell  us. 


— oOo— 


Some  gloomy  individual  is  always  trying  to  take  the  joy  out  of  eating, 
ilo  sooner  do  we  hegin  to  enjoy  a  particularly  appetiziiig  dish  of  creamed  cauli- 
flower, or  cahhage  salad,  or  a  hig  red  apple,  than  along  comes  a  solemn-faced 
person  who  startles  us  v/ith  something    lilce  this: 

"riaven't  you  heard  about  the  chemical  sprat's  the  farmers  use  on  their 
vegetables  and  fruits?    They  say  that  arsenic  poisoning  is  on  the  increase  now- 
adays, and  it's  all  becaase  we're  eating  so  many  more  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables 
—  and  because  they  imist  be  sprayed  with  chemicals,  like  lead  arsenate." 

A  statement  like  that  mokes  even  the  most  delicious  creamed  cauliflower 
taste  a  little  queer, 

"Arsenic,"  your  friend  continues,  noting  your  distress,  "even  in  very 
minute  doses,  may  harm  your  eyesight,  make  your  hair  fall  out,  and  cause  your 
nerves  to  deteriorate.    If  you  talce  arsenic  in  large  doses,  it  may  even  prove 
fatal." 


"Go    on,"  you  implore  —  feeling  that  you  may  be  a  blind,  bald  nervous 
wreck  at  any  moment.    "Go  on,  tell  mc  morel" 


"Arsenic,"  he  says, "has  been  recognized  for  centuries  as  an  extremely 
powerful  poison,    T5hy,  historj^  tells  us  that  the  professional  poisoners  of  the 
Middle  Ages  got  their  best  results  from  arsenic.    And  cauliflower,  cabbage, 
celery,  apples  and  other  fru.it s  arc  sprayed  v/ith  an  arsenical  spray.  Goodbye, 
and,"  he  adds  ominously,  "good  luck." 


How  that  our  alarmist  friend  has  gone,  let's  see  whether  he  knows  all  the 
facts.    With  all  the  facts  at  hand,  we  can  continue  to  enjoy  our  fresh  vegetables 
and  fruits  with  a  degree  of  assurance. 


H|55! 
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In  the  first  place,  nature  creates  few  absolutely  poison-free  foods. 
Since  arsenic  is  ver^  '.Tidely  distrilmtcd  in  nature,   it  is  prooatly  not  possible 
to  l:eep  it  entirel;-  out  of  tlie  food  supply  —  desirable  as  that  v/ould  be. 

In  the  second  place,   it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  farmer,  partiira- 
larly  the  fruit  and  vegetable  grower,  use  a  poison  spray  to  combat  insect  pests. 
If  these  insects  were  left  unchecked,  they  v;ould  hill  the  crops  and  wc  would 
starve,    Ai'senic  is  one  of  the  uost  effective  insecticides.    It  is  perfectly 
proper  to  use  it,  providing  the  grower  takes  care  to  v/ash  off  the  poisonous 
residue  before  ^le  i.iarhcts  his  frvilts  and  vegetables.    He  can  further  iainimizc  the 
chances  of  a  frait  or  vegetable  carr^^'ing  c.  spray  residue  by  employing  a  proper 
spray  schedule.    Ilanj'  growers  do  this. 

i'ow  the  question  coraes  up:    How  iiro-ch  arsenic,  or  rather  how  little  arsenic 
may  we  tolerate  in  the  food  we  bu.y,  and  still  :naintain  owr  good  health?  Experts 
have  answered  this  qu.estion  —  a  group  of  experts  who  fixed  what  has  become  loiown 
as  the  "international  tolerance  for  arsenic,"    This  standard  requires  that  food 
shall  not  contain  more  than  1.^  parts  of  arsenic  trioxide  per  million  parts  of  fo 

A  "tolerance"  for  any  specified  poison  is  simply  the  amounit  of  that 
poison  the  human  cyst  en  can  tolerate  without  danger  to  health.    Experts  have 
established  tolerances  for  poisons  other  than  arsenic:    fluorine,  for  example, 
which  is  used  in  spraj'ing  fraits, 

i-Tow  let's  return  to  the  farmer  who  sprays  his  vegetables  and  fruits  with 
arsenicals.    Tilhat  happens  if,  througii  carelessness  or  ignorance,  he  does  not  take 
care  to  remove  the  poison  before  he  ships  his  produce  in  interstate  coin-aerce? 
For  this  violation  of  the  pure  food  and  diu.g  law,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  Eederal 
officials  to  seize  the  shipment  of  apples,   celery,  or  whatever  it  may  be,  before 
it  reaches  the  consumer.    Durir^g  the  past  year  the  Eood  and  Drug  Administration 
found  it  necessary  to  seize  5S  shipments  of  fruits  and  vegetables  v/hich  showed 
too  great  an  a:nount  of  poisonous  residue, 

For  ToaDy  2'ears  the  Jood  and  Drug  Administration  has  devoted  a  major  part 
of  its  work  to  preventing  the  distribution  of  foods  which  contain  poisonous 
arsenical  residue.    So  far  s-s  interstate  traffic  goes,  the  situation  is  well 
under  control.    'The  report  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Ad.-ainistration  for  the  past  year 
shows  that  very  little  of  the  fruit  now  shipped  in  intersta.te  commerce  exceeds 
the  international  tolerance  and  that  most  of  this  is  subject  to  action  by  the 
Government . 

You  can  rest  assured  that  the  Eood  and  Drug  Administration  is  doing 
everything  possible  to  protect  the  public  from  poisoned  foods.    But  —  eternally 
vigilant  as  the  Ac^jninistration  is,  it  is  handicapped  by  a  task  similar  to  that 
of  Sisyphus  —  who  was  conde;7ined  to  roll  a  huge  stone  to  the  top  of  a  hill.  The 
stone  constantly  rolled  back  again,  mailing  tbetask  a-  never- eziding  one. 

Like  the  stone,  each  poison  case  which  is  brought  into  court  m'j.st  start 
at  scratch  so  far  as  proof  of  the  hannfulness  of  the  spray  residue  is  concerned. 
Some  time  ago  a  man  who  marketed  a  food  product  which  contained  a  dangerous 
quantity  of  arsenic  was  convicted  in  a  Eederal  court.    In  order  to  prove  that 
the  product  violated  the  law,  the  Government  had  to  brirj^j  in  a  group  of  exports 
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who  could  testify  from  their  own  e:cperience  that  the  amount  of  looison  found  in 
this  product  v/as  highly  dangeroiiSt 

Eut  wh3%  'jov.  ;i3a^'"  \7onder,  is  it  necessary  to  go  to  the  expense  of  'irin^ing 
expert  witnesses  into  court,  to  testif;/  to  a  fact  that  has  "been  knov.'n  for 
hundreds  of  years?    Because,  under  the  food  and  dru-g  law,  the  presences  of 
poisons  in  foods,  in  inj"o.rious  aaioujats,  mst  ho  proved  in  each  contested  case 
through  the  testiiuon;/  of  outstanding  exports  in  to:':icology. 

There  is  no  prohioiticn  at  all  agciinst  poisons  in  foods  —  where  the 
poison  is  not  added.    The  lav;  declares  a  food  to  "be  adulterated  "if  it  contains 
ail}'"  added  poisonous  or  other  added  dolotorious  ingredient  which  may  render  such 
articles  injurious  to  health," 

The  Pood  and  Drvg*  Adin?.nistration  does  all  it  can,  under  the  law,  to 
protect  yot\  from  poisonous  insecticides  spraj'-ed  on  growing  fruits  and  vegetahles; 
from  foods  handled  in  utensils  uade  from  allo3'"s  containing  poisonous  netaJs  like 
lead  and  zinc;  from  foods  "blea.ched  or  colored  or  otherwise  "beautified  hy  chemical 
preservatives  which  nay  contain  poisonous  properties. 

Tlie  lav;  does  not  ban  the  addition  of  poisons  to  food.    It  merel^^  pro- 
hibit s,   so  the  courts  have  hold,  the  addition  of  poisons  in  quantities  v;hich  ma.y 
he  harmful  to  health.    And,  as  I  have  said  before,  experts  niust  prove  in  each 
contested  case,  before  a  court  and  to  the  unanimous  satisfaction  of  the  jury  of 
twelve  men  —  that  the  food  contains  enougli  poison  to  be  harmful  to  health. 

It  is  a  big  rmd.  expensive  job,  to  protect  the  public  against  poisons  — 
to  give  consuiiierG  assurance  that  they  can  eat  their  foods  with  safety,  but  the 
job  is  being  done  thoroughly, 

— ooOoo — 

ClOSIirC-  AinyOlT-TCSI SI?- ;    You  have  just  heard  another  report  from  the  Federal  Food 
and  Dn:ig  Aojuini  strati  on,  explaining  what  the  Administration  does  to  protect 
consuiacrs  from  poisoned  foods.    T^^ne  in  again  next  Ilonday  for  further  informa- 
tion. This  is  Station   . 
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  And  now  for  another  of  those  "Read 

tiiat  come  to  you  every  weeh  at  this  time  from  Station 
Uncle  Sam's  Food  and  Drug  Adrainistration.    Today  Uncle  Safc  is  going  to  discuss 
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legal  standards  —  or  rather  the  lach  of  legal  standards  t 
foods,  such  as  oysters,  Jarn,  and  maple  simp. 


"for "certain  pnpilar 


— ooOoo — 


Do  you  like  oysters?     Do  you  agree  ^vith  Huxley  that  the  oyster  has  a  flavor 
that  "fliclcers  over  the  palate  lihe  gustatory  stunner  lightning?" 

Well,  here  we  are  in  the  midst  of  Septemlier  —  the  first  of  the  "R"  months, 
or  oyster-months,  as  any  lover  of  oyster  cocktails  and  oyster  stews  and  fried 
oysters  could  tell  you.    A^id  if  you  v/ant  oysters  with  that  delicious  flavor  that 
flickers  over  the  palate  like  gustatory/'  suamer  lightning  —  maice  sure  that  you're 
huying  oysters*    Don't  pay  oyster  prices  for  tap  water.    Don't  sacrifice  the 
delicious  salty  flavor  of  a  natural  oyster  for  the  flat  taste  of  a  watered  one. 

Of  course,   shucked  oysters  require  a  certain  amount  of  washing  to  free 
them  from  sand,  tits  of  shell,  and  other  iiiiparities.     "Bloxving, "  as  this  cleaning 
process  is  called,  need  not  take  more  than  three  minutes.     Some  packers,  however, 
are  absent-minded.    They  leave  their  oysters  in  the  "blower  rather  longer  than  is 
necessary  merely  to  clean  them.     iJow  oysters  like  fresh  water.    They  lap  it  up. 
ITaturall;*,  the  more  fresh  water  the^-  a'bsorh,  the  more  they  increase  in  size,  and 
"become  —  as  the  practical  Food  and  Drag  Administration  bluntly  puts  it  —  adul- 
terated. 

"Adulterated"  is  not  a  popular  word  among  consiir.iers  wiio  ''owj  food.  The 
Government  tries  to  protect  cons'omers  against  adulterated  food  —  against  watered 
05''sters.    iTot  lor^'  ago  an  Oyster  Company  in  the  East  was  charged  with  adulterating 
oysters  with  water.     Hhen  the  case  was  tried,  the  Jf.dgo  took  occasion  to  praise 
the  Food  and  Drag  Adiuinistration  for  its  zeal  in  "behalf  of  the  pa"blic.  The 
Judge  condemjied  the  fraudulent  practice  of  selling  v/ater  as  oysters.    But  —  the 
Judge  dismissed  the  case,  because  the  total  solids  of  oysters  vary  under  different 
conditions,  and  no  legal  standard  has  been  determined  for  them. 

This  is  but  one  of  a  number  of  actions  which  the  Goverioment  has  brought 
against  allegedly  adulterated  or  misbranded  foods,  only  to  have  the  case  thro^Tn 
out  of  court  becatise  there  are  no  legal  standards  of  identity  for  the  products 
on  trial.    Officials  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  cherish  hopes  that  some 
da^-  vfe  shall  have  standards  for  oysters,  as  we  now  have  for  some  other  foods. 
Until  that  time,   it  is  going  to  have  an  uphill  fight  in  its  efforts  to  prevent 
the  sale  of  water-logged  oysters. 
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Maple-flavored  simp  is  another  product  for  which  there  is  no  legal 
standard,    A  certain  product,   "So  and  So's  luaple-Flavored  Sirup,"  was  found  to 
"be  coaposed  of  corn  sirap,   less  than  t-.vo  per  cent  maple  sirap,  a  trace  of  ordinary 
sugar,  an  imitation  maple  flavor  and  color.    AnylDodv  who  fondly  hoped  that  this 
product  wo^ild  remind  him  of  s-agaring-of f  days  in  the  North  woods,  of  maple  sap 
drip'oing  into  an  old  wooden  "bucket,  nas  hound  to  "be  disappointed.    The  "maple" 
taste  in  this  sirup  v/as  due  entirely  to  the  artificial  flavor.    The  Government 
alleged  that  the  product  was  an  imitation  maple  sirup  rather  tha:i  a  maiole-f lavored 
sirup,  but  the  Court  dismdssed  the  lihel  on  the  ground  that  since  there  was  no 
legal  standard  for  maplo-f lavored  sirup,  the  article  could  he  sold  under  that 
name, 

7ov  many  foods,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  adopted  administrative 
standards  "based  on  the  best  commercial  practice.    But  such  a  standard  is  merely 
advisory.     It  has  none  of  the  force  and  effect  of  law.    Manuf actvtrers  comply  with 
it  only  as  they  see  fit. 

Let's  attend  the  trial  of  a  t^-'pical  case  involving  one  of  these  "merely 
advisory"  standards  —  that  of  a  product  sold  as  strawberry  jam.    To  the  Food  and 
Drug  Administration,   "jam"  means  only  the  liind  of  preserves  the  housewife  malres 
out  of  about  equal  parts  of  fresh  fruit  and  sugar.     In  terms  of  weight,  this 
means  not  less  than  forty-five  parts  of  frait  to  fifty-five  parts  of  sugar.  The 
Department  of  Agriculture  ha,s  adopted  an  adiainistrative  standard  for  jaiPx,  based 
on  these  proportions. 

ifow,  in  the  trial  of  a  typical  jam  case,  the  Government  alleges  that  a 
mixture  containing  less  than  half  as  much  f rait  as  the  housewife  would  use  is  not 
a  real  strawberry  jam,  but  an  imitation,  and  should  be  branded  as  such.  House- 
wives appear  as  witnesses  for  the  Government,  to  tell  hov/  they  maize  jam,  Man- 
ufactr'.rers  who  conform  to  the  standard  also  testify  as  to  the  proportions  of 
frait  and  sugar  they  use.     In  other  words,   if  this  standard  is  to  have  any 
significance  in  court,  it  imist  be  supported  by  competent  evidence.    And  every 
single  time  a  nev/  jam  case  comes  to  trial,  the  Government  must  establish  vo,lidity 
of  this  standard  again.    As  an;"body  can  see  —  the  Food  and  Drag  Administration 
has  to  go  through  v/ith  manj'  a  tedious  and  expensive  court  procedure,  to  asstire 
us  good  honest  jam  for  our  buttered  toast. 

Uow  there  are  legal  standards  for  some  foods.    Butter,  for  example.  Butter 
consists  of  fat,  water,   salt,  and  curd,   the  most  important  ingredient,  of  course, 
being  the  fat.    Home-churned  butter  and  the  usual  creanery  product  vary  a  good 
dea.1  in  the  percentage  of  fat  a:ad  water.    At  one  thne  the  fat  content  of  creamery 
butter  ranged  from  sixt;''-five  to  eighty-five  per  cent.     In  an  attempt  to  bring 
order  out  of  such  a  chaotic  condition,  the  Departm.ent  of  Agriculture  announced  an 
administrative  standard  requirirjg  not  less  than  eighty-two  aiid  one-half  percent 
fat.    But  ai"ter  all,  that  standard  v;as  not  legally  binding.    Certain  manufacturers 
worked  more  and  more  water  into  their  butter. 

Cons'.imers  continued  to  buy  water  at  butter  prices  until  the  cheat  was 
remedied  by  an  act  of  Congress.    Under  that  law  a  standard  for  butter  was  set  up 
which  requires  not  less  than  eighty  percent  of  fat.    Production  has  been 
stabilized  at  this  fig'j.re. 
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Does  the  "butter  shipped  in  interstate  commerce  ever  fall  "below  the  legal 
standard?    Yes,  a  very  small  percentage  of  it.     TThen  such  "butter  is  shipped, 
the  variations  from  the  legal  standard  are  usually  slight  and  easy  to  deal  T,7ith. 
If  a  "butter  case  gets  to  court,  the  G-overiinent  has  only  to  prove  that  the  "brand 
in  question  contains  less  than  the  specified  proportion  of  fat,  and  the  case  is 
over  and  done  with. 

There's  no  long  and  expensive  court  procedure,  no  summoning  of  housewives 
who  clrarn  "butter,  of  raanaf acturers  who  make  butter  on  a  large  scale  —  every 
tiao  a  "butter  case  comes  to  trial,  as  there  is  when  a  jam  case  is  tried.    The  rea- 
son —  we  have  legal  standards  for  huttcr,  and  no  legal  standards  for  jam. 

?ar-sighted  manufacturers  in  most  food  industries  today  are  in  favor  of 
legal  standards  with  the  full  force  and  effect  of  law.    The  can:iers  themselves 
were  responsTole  for  the  LIciTary-LIapes  amendment  to  the  food  and  drags  act.  The 
"Caimers'  Bill"  authorized    the  Secretary''  of  Agriculture  to  set  up  legal  standards 
of  quality,   condition,  and  fill  of  container  for  every  generic  class  of  canned 
foods  except  meat  and  meat  prodtxcts  and  caiined  milk,  and  required  that  foods  which 
failed  to  meet  the  standard  declare  that  fact  on  their  la"bels. 

This  strengthening  of  the  food  acid  drugs  act  has  proved  of  enormous  value 
in  enforcing  the  existir^g  law  to  the  greater  protection  of  consumers.  Officials 
look  forward  to  the  day  v;hen  we  sliall  have  legal  standards  of  qiiality  for  anj*  food 
on  the  market,   including  maple  sirup,  jam,  and  shucked  oysters, 

— oOo~ 

C LQ S IIJG-  AinroUI'TCSl.IEl]x ;    You  have  just  heard  one  of  a  regular  weekly  series  of 

prograr.is,   called  "Uncle  Sam  a,t  Your  Service,"  presented  "by  Sta,tion    in 

cooperation  with  the  ?ood  and  Drag  Adiuinistration  of  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture,    Tiane  in  again  at  this  time  next  Llonday. 
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Speaking  Time:  10  Minutes. 

OPSIIIIJG  Airi^iCUL'CSI.LSl'jT ;    Hello,  everybody!    Today  Station   iDi-ings  you  again 

the  weekly  report  from  the  Federal  Food  and  Drag  Administration.    This  report,  I 
understand,  deals  with  the  protection  the  Food  and  Drug  Act  gives  you  against 
worthless  nostn-uns.     Similar  practical  reports  come  to  you  e-verir  Monday  at  this 

time  through  the  cooperation  of  Station    and  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug 

Administration  in  Washington. 


(JTOTE  TO  3E0ADGASTERS:    The  Department  of  Agriculture  uses  specific  names  of 
products,  companies,  or  individuals  only  in  those  cases  where  all  facts  have  heen 
conclusively  Droved  "by  the  courts.    This  is  tnxe  of  the  B.  &  M,  product  mentioned 
in  this  broadcast.) 

— oOo — 

Our  Washington  report  today  "brings  us  two  or  three  tragic  stories.  Tl-iey 
ma;;-  help  you  and  your  friends  to  distinguish  "between  some  of  the  worthless  and 
often  dangerous  nostrums  which  claim  to  cure  all  manner  of  serious  diseases  —  and 
the  really  "beneficial  medicines. 

The  first  story  is  about  Mrs,  Edith  Merchant,  formerly  of  Ashland,  iJew 
Hampshire.    Mrs.  Merchant  had  tuberculosis.     She  treated  herself  with  a  mixture 
called  "3.  &  H. "    She  wrote  testimonials  telling  hov/  much  good  it  had  done  her. 
On  her  death-bed,   she  wrote  testimonials  telling  how  B.  &  M.  had  cxired  her.  The 
man-iaf acturer  was  paying  her  for  these  testimonials.    Long  after  her  death,  her  son 
wa^  still  writing  them,  in  her  name. 

The  death  certificate  gave  the  cause  of  Mrs.  Merchant's  death  as  tubercu- 
losis. The  Government  proved  that  the  manufacturer  of  B.  &  M.  knew  that  she  was 
dead. 

In  1922,  Food  and  Drug  officials  began  legal  action  aga,inst  this  product, 
known  as  B.  &  M. ,  put  out  by  the  F.  E.  Rollins  Company  of  Boston.    The  medicine 
was  composed  essentially  of  ainmonia,  turpentine,  water,  and  egg.     It  originated  as 
a  horse  liniment,  but  graduated  to  the  position  of  a  treatment  for  hixman  tubercu- 
losis, pneu-raonia,  and  a  long  list  of  other  diseases.    As  a  medicine  for  human 
beings,  B,  &  M.  paid  better  than  as  a  liniment  for  horses, 

Well,  back  in  1922,  the  Governir.ent  brought  action  against  B,  &  M, ,  alleging 
that  its  preposterous  claims  were  "false  and  fraudulent,"    To  establish  a  case 
under  this  legal  wording,  the  Government  would  have  to  prove  that  the  manufacturer 
lied  in  his  labels,  and  that  he  knew  he  lied,  or  so  acted  that  he  did  care  v/hat 
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he  said.    Kij'-sicians  skilled  in  the  treatment  of  tuherculosis  testified  that  the 
labeling  was  false.    That  was  siisple  enoiogh.    But  hecause  nolDody  could  prove  that 
the  man-afacturer  of  B.  &  U.  knew  that  he  was  lying,  the  Government  lost  the  case. 

Then  the  Food  and  Drug  officials  went  to  work  quietly,  to  imearth  evidence 
that  would  ostahlish  had  faith  on  the  part  of  the  manufacturer.    They  found  that 
there  were  plenty  of  victims  who  had  treated  themselves  with  .3.  &  M.  for  tuhorcu- 
losis  and  other  diseases  and  who  sahsocfaently  died  from  those  maladies.    Among  a 
long  list  of  victims  were  threo  sisters,  Martlia,  Elizaheth,  and  Margaret  Allan,  v/ho 
were  admitted  to  the  Ehodo  Island  Tuoorcalosis  Sanatoriiim  for  treatment  in  1^2k, 

Margaret  heard  of  B.  &  II.    When  she  found  she  woiild  not  be  allov/ed  to  use 
it  in  the  sanatorium,  she  v;ent  home.    She  even  persuaded  her  sisters  to  leave  the 
sanatoriiam  and  go  home  with  her,  where  they  could  all  use  the  erstwhile  horse 
liniment.    Martha  died  after  using  3,  &  M.  for  ahout  four  months.    Elizabeth  used 
B.  &  M.  for  ahout  the  same  length  of  time,  and  then  returned  to  the  sanatorium, 
where  she  died  three  months  later.    Margaret,  whose  tuherctilo sis  was  only 
moderately  advanced  when  she  left  the  sanatorium,  returned  after  using  B,  &  M. 
for  an  entire  year.     She  has  since  died. 

Food  and  Drag  officials  went  on,   collecting  evidence  of  this  kind  — 
evidence  that  showed  the  terrible  consequences  of  the  sale  of  B.  &  I'u    But  even 
these  facts  were  not  enough  to  establish  a  case.    The  Government  still  had  to 
prove  that  Rollins  knew  his  "medicine"  would  not  care  tuberculosis,  or  acted  as  if 
he  did  care  what  he  said. 

Finally,   in  1932,  officials  found  that  Mrs.  Edith  Merchant  had  written 
testimonials  for  B.  &  M,,  claiming  that  it  had  cured  her.    Rollins  paid  her  for 
this  service.    Mrs.  Merchant  died.    Her  death  certificate  showed  the  cause  to  be 
tuberculosis,   and  Rollins  was  advised  of  the  fact.    Only  by  digging  out  repeated 
instances  of  this  kind  was  the  Goverrjnent  finally  able  to  show  "bad  faith"  on  the 
part  of  the  manufacturer  of  B,  &  M. ,  and  force  him  to  abandon  his  false  labeling. 
Daring  the  trial,  the  Government  produced  sixty-four  death  certificates  showing 
the  death  of  3,  &  li,  users  from  maladies  for  v/hich  the  labeling  promised  cure. 
After  ten  long  years  B.  &  H.  was  branded  as  a  fraud  under  the  Food  and  Drag  Act. 
But,  wiiile  the  Government  was  trying  to  get  a  conviction  under  the  law,  the  gross 
sales  of  this  fake  were  more  than  $100,000  a  year  for  several  years;  in  one  year 
they  reached  a  peak  of  $367,000.    You  can  imagine  that  a  large  part  of  this  suiii  was 
wasted  —  or  v?orsc  than  v/asted. 

Now,  another  story.    Every  year,  diabetes  causes  the  death  of  hundreds  of 
people.    They  could  control  it  with  the  proper  diet,  and  insulin  treatments. 
Insulin  retards  the  effects  of  the  disease  and  permits  diabetics  to  live  a  normal 
span  of  life.    Bat  you  mast  begin  the  use  of  insulin  in  time,  before  the  disease 
has  gone  too  far.    While  diabetics  are  talcing  fake  cures,  the  disease    is  mailing 
headway  every  day,  said,  before  long  it  is  too  late  for  even  insalin  to  help  them. 

There  is  in  Pittsburgh  a  traveling  shirt- salesman  v/ho,  without  anj^--  medical 
training  whatsoever,  began  some  years  ago  to  manufacture  a  concoction,  composed 
largely  of  extract  of  the  common  "horse-tail  v/ecd,  "  and  recommends  it  —  at  $12,00 
a  pint  —  for  the  treatment  of  diabetes.    This  shirt- salesman  was  charged  vdth 
violating  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.    IThen  his  case  came  to  trial,  medical  experts 
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upon  "behalf  of  the  &overnment  testified  that  his  product  is  utterly  worthless. 
The  G-overrjnent  offered  in  evidence  a  sheaf  of  death  certificates  of  patients  vjho 
had  died  of  diahetes  —  after  using  his  stuffy 

Some  of  these  unfortunates,   shortly  "before  their  death,  had  written 
testimonials  about  the  virtues  of  his  tv/elve-dollar-a-pint  medicine.    Zjut  in  spite 
of  these  facts,   the  Croverninent  could  not  prove  that  he  had  "be  ni  acting  in  had 
faith.     So  he  continues  to  sell  his  "horse-tail  weed"  mixture  to  diabetics.  It 
may  be  years  before  the  G-overnment  can  collect  enough  evidence  to  prove  "bad  faith" 
which  is  necessary  for  conviction. 

These  stories  illustrate  the  Pood  a;ad  Drug  Ad]:iinistration' s  up-hill  fight 
to  protect  you  from  the  hundreds  of  dangerous  nostniras  that  avvoax  on  the  market. 
Under  the  lav/,  the  Govenraent  mst  "prove  fraud."    Ilalccrs  of  falic  modicinec;  cannot 
bo  kept  from  operating  so  long  as  they  can  cover  up  all  evidence  of  "bad  faith." 

ITow,  about  labels.    Sy  and  large,  you  won't  find  any  exaggerated  claims 
about  the  healing  value  of  patent  medicines  on  their  labels.    Compare  the  labels 
with  the  statements  concerning  the  medicines  that  you  find  in  other  advertising 
matter.    You  will  see  how  mach  more  conservative  the  label  claims  are.  Uelieve 
the  statements  on  the  label  rather  than  statements  on  other  advertising  matter. 

However,  the  Food  and  Drug  Adiiainistration  asks  us  to  warn  you.  that  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  as  interpreted  by  the  courts  at  present,   some  tricky  manu- 
facturers may  find  label  v/ordings  that  v/ill  imply  ability  to  cure  diseases  that 
the  medicines,  as  matter  of  fact,   cannot  cure.    Owing  to  certain  loopholes  in  the 
law,   some  manufacturers  have  been  getting  by  with  such  labels.    Here  is  an 
instance  cited  by  the  Food  and  Drug  Adininistrat ion. 

Some  time  ago,  a  case  was  tried  in  Hew  Haven,  Connecticut,  against  a  salve 
composed  of  lard,  Canada  balsam,   camplior,  origanum  oil,   rosemary  oil,   and  a  little 
alcohol.    The  label  said,  among  other  things,   "For  Croup,   Snuffles,  Colds, Coughs, 
and  Sore  Throats.    Frequently  used  in  cases  of  Grippe,  Bronchitis,  Laryngitis, 
Tonsilitis,  Pneumonia,  Ztc,"  and  "An  invaluable  croup  mixture." 

The  medical  witnesses  agreed  unanimously  that  the  article  was  not  a  cure 
for  any  of  these  diseases.    They  agreed  that  it  would  have  but  little,   if  any, 
effect  on  the  progress  of  the  infections  causing  them.     Its  sole  value  was  in 
lessening  somewhat  the  discomfort  of  the  patient,    But  the  Court  held  that,  since 
the  article  did  have  some  palliative  value,  the  labeling  which  recommended  it 
for  the  various  diseases  was  not  false,   even  though  the  article  had  no  curative 
effect. 

Let's  see  v/hat  might  happen  in  a  faiTiily  that  keeps  this  salve  in  the 
medicine  chest.    The  first  syi-rptom  of  diphtheria  is  sore  throat.    As  the  disease 
progresses,   it  is  commonly  referred  to  as  "membrajious  croup."    How  you  ma.y  cure 
diphtheria  with  diphtheria  antitoxin  if  it.  is.  administered  in  time.    The  longer 
the  delay,  the  smaller  the  chances  for  recovery.    The  chances  for  recovery  are 
ver;-  high  if  you  adrainister  the  antitoxin  in  the  sore-throat  stage.    They  are 
ver:/"  small  indeed  if  you  wait  until  the  croup  stage.    The  label  on  the  salve 
mentioned  claims  that  this  xoroduct  is  "for  sore  throats,"  and  "an  invaluable 


R-USS 


9/17/3^ 


mixture  for  croup."    If  her  "baby  has  diphtheria,  every  hour  the  mother  wastes  in 
treating  him  vrifh  this  mixture  lessens  his  chance  of  surviving. 

The  Government  does  the  "best  it  can,  under  the  Food  and  Drug  law,  to 
protect  the  public  against  such  vicious  fraiids  as  B.  &  M,,   such  so-called  cures 
for  diabetes  and  croup  as  those  mentioned.    However,  because  under  the  law  the 
Government  mast  "prove  fraud,  "  unscrupulous  manufacturers  cai.  continue  to  sell 
their  worthless  products  —  until  Food  and  Drug  officials  collect  enough- 
evidence  to  show  that  the  manufacturers  are  acting  in  "bad  faith,"  and  know  that 
they  are. 

— ooOoo — 
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report  from  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Administration.    These  reports,  "Uncle  Sam 

at  Your  Service,"  are  presented  by  Station    in  cooperation  with  the  United 

States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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0P31TIITG-  A1\1I0U~ jCSI.aiJI ;     Station   "brings  you  again  the  regular  weekly  report 

from  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Adardnistration  in  Washington.  Today's  "broadcast 
deals  T/ith  dangerous  drugs,  v/ith  what  the  Government  can  do  to  protect  yoxi  from 
preparations  containing  them,  and  v/ith  loopholes  in  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 


— o0o~ 


Last  week's  report  from  Washir^gton  brought  us  two  tragic  stories;  of  people 
who  had  treated  themselves  v/ith  vrarthless  nostrums,   for  tuhercalosis  and  for 
diaDete'5,  and  died  as  a  result. 

These  stories  showed  some  of  the  loopholes  in  our  present  national  food  and 
drug  law  —  loopholes  which  malce  it  difficult  for  the  Food  and  Drag  Administration 
to  afford  the  public  full  protection  a^^ainst  worthless  medicines.    They  showed 
that  in  order  to  prevent  manufacturers  from  making  misleading  label  statements, 
Food  and  Drug  Administration  officers  must  prove  to  a  Jury,  not  only  that  the 
medicine  is  worthless.  .  .  .  but  also,  that  the  manufacturer  knev/  it  to  be  worth- 
less —  that  he  acted  in  "bad  fait/h,"    Because  of  the  "bad  faith"  loophole  in  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  you  can  not  alwo^i  s  depend  on  reading  the  label  to  guide  you  in 
burying  medicines  that  purport  to  cure  serious  diseases.     So  much  for  that. 

llow,  we'll  consider  some  other  deficiencies  vvhich  exist  because  the  present 
law  permits  i:ianuf acturers  to  omit  certain  important  information  from  the  label. 
For  instance,  labels  are  not  reqiiired  to  give  all  the  info ri:^t ion  that  may  be 
necessarj''  to  protect  public  health, 

Acetanilid,  for  example,  is  a  drug  v/hich  tends  to  relieve  pain  from  some 
causes,  but  it  is  a  powerful  heart  depressant,    Haniy  people  die  as  a  result  of 
using  poT/ders  containing  relatively  large  doses  of  acetanilid.    Han;,'  headache 
powders  contain  this  drag.    Of  course,  not  everyone  kjiov/s  that  acetanilid  depresses 
the  heart,  that  the  use  of  this  drug  may  load  to  very  serious  illness,  or  death. 
Under  the  present  Food  and  Drag  law,  the  label  need  only  declare  the  •presence  and 
amount  of  the  drag.    The  label  is  not  required  to  v;arn  against  overdosage.     So,  the 
Food  and  Drug  Administration  wishes  to  caution  you  about  hoad.ache  pov/dcrs  contain- 
ing acetanilid.    Use  them  vdth  great  care.    Consult  a  physician  to  see  whether  your 
heart  will  stand  them. 
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Another  waniiiig  fron  the  Gover:inent  officers  concern;-;  "radiiun  water,"  a 
deadly  dru^g.    The  present  law  does  not  require  that  the  lahel  warn  the  public  of 
the  dangerous  qualities  of  certain  deadly  drugs,   such  as  "radium  water," 

perhaps  a  few  years  ago  you  read  accounts  in  the  press  of  the  tragic  death 
of  a  well-to-do  citizen  of  Pittsburgh.    He  was  persuaded  to  tr7  a  certain  medicine 
containing  "radium  water."    He  may  have  reasoned,  as  so  many  sick  people  do,  that 
even  though  the  medicine  might  not  cure  him,   it  couldn't  do  hixii  anj^  harm.  That^s 
where  he  was  wroTig.    The  medicine  killed  him.    He  died  a  terrihle  death.  The 
radium  medicine  gradually  caused  the  hones  of  his  head  to  disintegrate.  Naturally, 
heing  a  laj'man,  and,  Iciowing  little  about  radiuia,  he  couldn't  possibly  foresee  the 
danger  in  usiiig  such  a  deadly  medicine.    And  there  was  nothing  on  the  label  to 
warn  him. 

His  faiuily  and  his  friends  asked:     "Wh;>-  didn't  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
protect  him?"    Well,  for  the  same  reason  that  it  can't  protect  the  sick  and  ailing 
who  are  talcing  similar  medicines,  right  now  —  because  the  Food  and  Drug  law  does 
not  require  a  declaration  on  the  label  of  the  dangerous  qualities  of  certain  such 
deadly  drags  as  "radium  water."    Medicine  labels  are  subject  to  action,  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  only  when  they  bear  "false  and  fraudulent"  therapeutic  claims, 
or  misre-cresent  the  identity  of  the  product.    The  label  on  the  medicine  which  . 
killed  the  Pittsburgh  citizen  did  not  bear  "false  and  fraudulent"  claims,  or  mis- 
represent the  identity  of  the  prodiict.    Tlie  label  carried  the  simple  truthful 
statement  that  the  preparation  was  a  "radio  active"  water.     It  was  exactly  that. 
The  law  could  not  stop  its  sale,  nor  prevent  you  from  trying  it  if  j'^ou  wanted  to. 
All  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  can  do  is  to  vfarn  you  against  medicines 
containing  radium  water.    Consult  your  ph^ysician  before  taking  such  medicines. 

ITow  you  have  seen  that  the  present  law  does  not  require  that  labels  warn 
the  public  of  the  dangerous  qiialities  of  certain  drugs.    Food  and  Drug  Adminis- 
tration officers  point  out  still  another  deficiency  in  the  la\7.    It  does  not 
require  that  the  label  declare  the  presence  of  certain  dangerous  drugs. 

A  potentially  injurious  drug,  cinchophen,  —  c-i-n-c-h-o-p-h-e-n  — 
pronounced  sink-o-f in.  is  often  found  in  drag  preparations  recommended  for  the 
pains  of  rheumatism,  neuritis,  and  similar  disorders,    ilow,  the  medical  profession 
has  found  that  cinchophen  causes  atrophy  of  the  liver.    As  long  as  a  year  ago,  the 
Mayo  Clinic,  in  Rochester,  Minnesota,  h^d  reported  five  deaths  due  to  poisoning 
from  cinchophen.    The  patients  had  come  to  the  clinic  for  relief  from  jaundice. 
The  physicians  found  their  trouble  was  undoubtedly  caused  by  using  medicines  con- 
taining cincliophen.    They  were  all  suffering  from  atrophy  of  the  liver.  In 
October,  1932.  The  A:inal s  of  Internal  Medicine  reported  six  deaths  from  cincho- 
phen poisoning,  four  caused  by  one  proprietary  medicine.    The  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  has  reports  of  a  immber  of  other  deaths  caused  by  poisoning  from 
this  drug. 

Federal  officials  ask  us  to  remind  you  of  the  safe  procedure  in  buying 
medicines  claimed  to  alleviate  pains  of  rheumatism,  neuritis,  and  similar  disorders. 
Consult  your  druggist.    Ask  him  whether  the  medicine  you  are  about  to  buy  contains 
cinchophen,    (it's  spelled  c-i-n-c-h-o-p-h-e-n.)    If  it  does,  take  it  only  on 
advice  of  your  physician.    Cinchophen  is  too  powerful  and  dangerous  for  the  layman 
to  use  without  expert  counsel. 


UlTOLE  SA1.I  AS  YOUH  SERVICE 


9/2U/3I+ 


Now,  supposing  you  can't  sleep  at  night,  and  you  take  a  sedative.  Some 
sedatives  depend  for  their  action  upon  a  group  of  drags  Icno^vn  as  barhituric  acid 
derivatives.    B-a-r-h-i-t-u-r-i-c    —  pronounced  "barhi-turic.    Many  people  use 
these  hah  it-forming  products.    The  reconimended  dosage  is  usually  from  five  to 
fifteen  grains.    But  a  numher  of  people  have  died,  as  a  result  of  talcing  doses 
V7ithin  this  limit.    Rememher  that  the  present  Pood  and  Dr^xg  law  does  not  require 
that  the  lahel  state  the  presence  of  the  group  of  drugs,  knovni  as  the  harhituric 
acid  derivatives,  or  warn  you  that  they  raa^'  he  hah  it- forming. 

Ask  your  druggist  whether  the  sedative  you  are  buying  contains  any  of  the 
barbituric  acid  deriva,tives.    Then  consult  your  physician  about  the  dose  you 
should  take. 

Potassium  iodide  is  a  chemical  used  in  some  medicines  recommended  for 
asthma,  hay  fever,  and  other  diseases.    Potassium  iodide  has  the  property  of  con- 
verting incipient  tuberculosis  into  an  active  form  of  the  disease.  Therefore, 
medicines  containing  potassium  iodide  are  particularly  dangerous  to  anj/^body  who 
has  an  arrested  condition  of  tuberculosis.    This  chemical  is  also  very  dangerous 
to  the  health  of  persons  afflicted  with  certain  forms  of  goiter.    Is  there  any  way 
for  you  to  be  sure  you're  not  buying  a  preparation  that  contains  potassium  iodide? 
Well,  under  the  law,  the  label  does  not  have  to  declare  the  presence  of  this 
chemical.     So,  again,  the  Federal  officials  ask  us  to  voice  a  warning.     If  you 
know  that  you  have  an  arrested  condition  of  tuberculosis,  or  that  you  are  afflicted 
with  goiter,  be  cautious  about  using  medicines  containing  potassi'ujn  iodide  to 
alleviate  asthma  or  hay  fever. 

ITow  ....  a  final  caution  from  tlie  Government  officials.    It  concerns 
preparations  sold  to  remove  normally  superfluous  flesh.    These  do  not  come  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 

One  of  the  most  striking  examples  of  a  dangerous  flesh  redticer  is  a  prepara- 
tion which  contains,  among  other  ingredients,  thyroid  extract  and  bladder- wrack. 
Both  these  substa:ices  tend  to  increase  the  activity  of  the  thyroid  glard..  Wlien 
taken  by  a  person  whose  thyroid  is  already  over-active,  they  may  cause  sv/eating, 
fevers,  delirium,  and  in,  unusual  instances,  even  death.    This  product  is  not  a 
drag  within  the  present  terms  of  the  food  and  drags  act,   since  that  law  defines  a 
drag  as  a  substance  or  mixture  of  s-j.bstancos  intended  to  be  used  for  the  cure, 
mitigation  or  prevention  of  disease.    The  Sapreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in 
discussing  this  product,  stated: 

"Findings,  supported  by  evidence,  warrant  the  conclusion  that  the  prepara- 
tion is  one  which  cannot  be  used  generally  with  safety  to  physical  health  except 
under  medical  direction  and  advice.    If  the  necessity  of  protecting  the  public 
against  dangerously  misleading  advertisements  of  a  remedy  sold  in  interstate 
commerce  were  all  that  is  necessary  to  give  the  Cornr.iission  jurisdiction,  the  order 
could  not  successfully  be  assailed." 

The  Supreme  Court  was  referring  to  an  order  of  the  Federal  Trade  Commission 
directing  the  manufacturer  to  cease  advertising  and  selling  this  product  as  a 
safe  and  dependable  treatment  for  obesity.    The  Suprem.o  Court,   in  raling  against 
the  Federal  Trade  Commission,   recognized  the  dangerous  character  of  the  product, 
but  held  that  the  G-overnment '  s  lack  of  jurisdiction  prevented  its  removal  from 
the  channels  of  trade. 
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Food  and  drug  officials  have  ashed  us  to  give  you  this  report  today  in 
order  to  protect  you  from  taking,  without  a  doctor's  advice,  medicines  and  flesh 
reducers  that  contain  dangerous  and  deadly  drags.    Because  of  deficiencies  in  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  officials  mast  issue  continual  warnings  about  medicines  cor- 
rectly labeled  under  the  law,  "but  containing  dangerous  drugs  not  mentioned  on 
the  label,  or,  if  they  are  ment ioned  on  the  label,  not  described  as  to  their 
potential  harmfulness.    It's  up  to  the  consumer  to  read  all  labels  carefully,  to 
avoid  preparations  containiiig  drugs  he  laio\7S  to  be  harmful,  or  about  which  he  laiows 
nothing,  and  when  in  doubt,  to  consult  a  physician. 

— ooOoo — 

CLO S 1 1:&  AlfxTG UiTCSlI SIl? ;    This  is  Station   ,  concMing  the  regular  Monday 

report  from  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Adaninistration  in  Washington.    We  present 
these  reports,  "Uncle  Sam  at  Your  Service,"  in  cooperation  with  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture. 
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